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Domestic Policy Adjustments on Immigration and 
Changes During Biden Administration
After taking office as the 46th president of the United States, Joe Biden proposed numerous changes to the domestic policies with the aim of improving American lives and at the same time promoting foreign relations with other countries. One of the major issues that the president addressed was immigration, which has been a goal sought by, by many U.S. presidents in the past. During the Trump administration, there were over 11 million immigrants living in the country illegally. Also, the previous administration had reduced the protections provided by Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA), which was initiated by president Barack Obama to help children arrivals in the country and protect them from deportation after they reach adulthood. An article by Pierce and Selee address the major changes that took place during Trump administration regarding immigration and the protection of DACA beneficiaries. Immigration during the presidency of Donald Trump was a controversial issue because of the poor cooperation between the federal government, congress, courts, and local jurisdictions. During the 2017 administration, nationals from 8 countries were banned from entering the country, refugee admission was recorded at the lowest rate since 1980, there was increased arrests of immigrants, DACA was cancelled rendering over 690,000 unauthorized immigrants vulnerable to deportation, and the designation of temporary protected status of nationals from Sudan, Nicaragua, and Haiti was ended. Trump administration played a critical role in dramatically cutting legal immigration and reshaping the selection of foreign employees into the country. Further, Trump administration proposed the erection of the U.S.-Mexico wall, which would curb immigrants from Mexico. 
Biden administration chose to address immigration policy because of the millions of lives that were affected by immigration policies implemented during the Trump administration. Biden’s plan on assuming office was to establish a pathway for the acquisition of citizenship for over 11 million immigrants living in the country illegally (Hunnicutt). He also intendent to reinstate DACA, which had been cancelled during the Trump administration. Reinstating DACA would help protect more than 600,000 illegal immigrants by providing them with deportation relief and employment opportunities. Another reason for seeking to change this policy was to help reunite over 500 children with their families after separation at the U.S.-Mexico border during the Trump administration (Hunnicutt). Biden also chose the immigration policy agenda to help improve the relationships with Muslim and African nations, particularly those that had been issued with travel bans during the Trump administration. By strengthening these relationships, Biden would be in a better position to push for the American agenda in these countries. A change in this policy would enable the president to stop deportations. Another aim of the Biden administration was to increase legal immigration, which was reduced by approximately 49% during the Trump administration (Anderson). Improving legal immigration would play a major role in maintaining the country’s labor force growth. Maintaining a higher percentage of the labor force, majority of which is provided by immigrants would promote the nation’s economic growth. 
Biden’s fight for the changes in immigration policy has been significantly backed by the appointment of Kamala Harris, whose parents were immigrants. Choosing Harris would enable the Biden administration improve the welfare of DACA beneficiaries, ensure that immigrants are provided with proper legal representation, and decriminalization of illegal entry into the United States. With the help of Harris, President Joe Biden would be able to promote naturalization of green card holders, hastening the acquisition of VISAs, and helping in the integration of foreigners into the country’s workforce. 
The success of Biden’s changes in immigration policy is dependent on the effectiveness with which courts and the Congress address the issue. The support of the congress is key to the full implementation of the new immigration policy. The ability of the president to secure a workable majority in the senate will enable him to address the resistance of Republicans, thus making it easier to pass agendas. The support of the congress can significantly help when it comes to passing the proposed immigration reforms. However, the success of the congress is heavily dependent on the ability of courts to root out corruption. In an article by the Boundless Immigration Inc., different government agencies, including ICE, USCIS, and CBP were considered corrupt. The increased cases of corruption can be linked to the presence of Trump appointees in the agencies. With these appointees in the Supreme Court, it would be a challenge for the Biden administration to pas any reforms even with congressional support. However, with the support of Kamala Harris, Biden is better positioned to address the changes that were made to the immigration policy during the Trump administration.  
In his push for immigration policy overhaul, the Biden administration is seeking to work with different groups, including DACA beneficiaries and the White House Press. DACA recipients during the Obama administration are an excellent interest group because they portray how DACA has helped them since they were children and how they have progressed over the years. Using insights from this group will allow president Joe Biden portray the benefits of immigration policy reforms. The White House Press also has played a critical role in the push for the president’s agenda regarding immigration. Working with the press allowed the president to point out the numerous benefits that DACA recipients have achieved and how, with the help of the congress, their residency can be lengthened. 
I think that the changes proposed by the Biden administration regarding immigration policies is important. Changes in this policy will not only help the beneficiaries, but also allow the country to have better foreign relations. By improving the rate of legal immigration, the country’s labor force will be maintained, which in turn will increase economic growth. Increasing the labor force is necessary particularly during the post-Covid-19 period when the economy is in the phase of recovering. This policy will also improve the lives of children, especially those that have been separated from their parents during immigration. It will also help improve equality among people from different nationalities, which will help achieve diversity and inclusion. These aspects can be used to promote the country’s economic growth, foster innovation, and foreign relationships. 
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